
THE MESSENGER December 2014 

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Montgomery, Alabama exists to  

demonstrate and proclaim God’s joyful, unconditional love and to provide an  

inclusive environment of spiritual growth and nurturing for God’s children. 

Alice McKinney (Chairperson), Jane Elizabeth Burdeshaw, Deborah Batson,  

Lexie Ofe, Sam Colson, Don Grobe, and Hannis Roberts 

 

The Pulpit Search Committee met October  27, 2014 to organize ourselves for the task that is ours.  We reviewed 

the process with Regional Minister John Mobley. There is a very specific, detailed  list of procedures that we must 

follow. While we are encouraged that the process can be followed to a successful conclusion, we also have become 

aware that a lot of work will have to be done before we can recommend a potential permanent minister candidate 

to you. 

With the recommendation of Regional Minister John Mobley, we met with  a recently retired minister, James E. 

"Jim" Brooks on November 11, 2014. As the Pulpit Search Committee wholeheartedly supported the recommenda-

tion by John Mobley, we submitted a unanimous motion to the Church Board on November 16, 2014. With the ap-

proval of the Church Board, the candidate was introduced to the congregation at a gathering on November 21, 

2014. Rev. Jim Brooks shared Scripture and stories with us, followed by a time of questions,  answers and fellow-

ship. 

At our Annual Meeting on November 23, 2014, the congregation voted to call Jim Brooks as our Interim Minister. 

Rev. Brooks will be our full-time interim pastor and establish a residence in Montgomery, while continuing to 

maintain his family home in Georgia.  He will have a phone number given only to First Christian Montgomery. 

This will be a dedicated line where we can reach him 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  In case of illnesses and other 

emergencies, he will be available to us at any time.  His first day at FCCM will be January 4, 2015. 

The Pulpit Search Committee will now turn our attention to developing a profile of our congregation that we will 

share with ministers who might like to come here. We want to share openly and accurately with them, so it will 

take us some time to get the information required. We will need input from the congregation for this task, so you 

should expect to hear from us. 

If you know ministers you would like us to consider, feel free to offer their names to us. We will have the Regional 

Office contact them and determine their interest, get the materials we will need, and seriously consider them.  

Those names should be in writing, along with a few paragraphs telling us why you think that person should be 

considered. We will consider all potential candidates who are in standing with the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ). 

As we move forward with this process, we will keep you posted through the newsletter and Sunday bulletins on 

what we are doing. We are excited about our task.  Pray for us, as we pray together each meeting. 



Join us this Advent Season on Sundays and Wednesdays 
as we prepare for the coming of Christ! 

 

Sundays– 10 a.m. 

 

November 30-1st Sunday of Advent: Hanging of the 
Greens, Pastor Susan, preaching  

December 7- 2nd Sunday of Advent:  Fannie  

Ashley, preaching 

December 14-  3rd Sunday of Advent:  Sam Colson, 
preaching 

December 21- 4th Sunday of Advent:  Rev. Edd Spencer, 
preaching 

December 28th- A service on the m eaning of the 
Carols led by FCC Chancel Choir 

 

Wednesdays—Dinner at 5:45; Program 6:15 

December 3-Advent Art (led by Deb Batson) 

December 10-Children’s Christmas Program 

December 17-Church-wide Christmas Caroling to 
Homebound 

December 24-Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion  

It’s hard to believe the year is almost over.  Don’t give 

up too soon because ….the best is yet to come…! 

We’ve combined our December activities in hopes 

that this will give everyone more time with friends 

and family.  We know these dates are on the calendar 

and hope that you will make an extra effort to come 

and share with the rest of your family at FCC.  Be 

sure to join us on our Wednesday night events – 

something new and different:   

Advent Art on Dec 3.  Come enjoy being creative with 

Deb Batson! 

Our children, youth and even some that are not so 

young, will be sharing their time and talents (maybe a 

few unusual ones) with us on Dec 10th. 

Caroling & Cookies to our homebound will be Dec 

17th.  Please come and get to know those that have 

shared their time and energies with this congregation 

in the past.  They would enjoy getting to meet you all 

and I know you will receive the biggest blessing.  

Remember to bring cookies by Sunday, 

December 14th so we can package them up for the 

loved ones we visit. 

Christmas Eve Service - December 24th is a time to 

reflect on Christ’s birth and the wonders we can 

reflect in our own life and how to reach out better 

next year.   

We thank each and every one that has helped in our 
Christian Education program during this year.  We’ve 
tried new ways of doing programs, deleting some and 
adding others.  Without your help and prayers, none 
of it would have been possible.  THANK YOU! 

Come join us for a fun time of 
expressing our Advent faith through 
ART!  We'll gather together on 
Wednesday, December 3 at 6:15 
p.m.  This will be a fun activity for all 
ages!  

Your extravagant gift to the Christmas Offering, 

whether large or small, supports the many ways 

Disciples across your region discover and share their 

gifts of ministry. Whatever gift you bring, give it 

joyfully; that’s the kind of giving that makes God 

smile, and therein lies the secret of its extravagance.  

As we celebrate anew the Good News of God-with-

us, the coming of our Lord, what gifts shall we offer? 



“Love Your #Selfie: Appreciating God’s  
Masterpiece in the Mirror”  

 
January 23-25, 2015 

Registration Deadline: January 5th, 2015 
 

More information and registration forms at 
the Information Board  

Christmas Caroling will be on 

Wednesday December 17th.  We 

will have supper at 5:30 p.m. 

and leave for caroling at 6:15.   

All ages are encouraged to come 

participate. We will meet at the 

church, divide into groups, get 

Christmas cards, cookies and directions and go to 

our aged and homebound members. Cookies are 

needed for filling the tins. Please bring cookies to 

church on Sunday the 14th. Also, Christmas cards 

will be on the tables in the great hall for signa-

tures. Please make plans to attend this warm and 

blessed event. The carolers are blessed as much 

as those sung to. Look for sign up sheets on the 

bulletin board.  Blessings! 

 

Su Ofe and Bobbie Morris,  

Music Directors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are in the process of planning a trip to “Explorations 
in Antiquity” in LaGrange, Georgia on Saturday, 
December 20st. This center  is a living museum  of 
Biblical life, through archeological replicas, a Biblical 
meal, village and more. In December, they also offer two 
special presentations, “Follow the Shepherd Walk” and a 
light show. We will arrive in LaGrange 4:00 Eastern time 
(3:00 Central), and will begin with a 30 minute museum 
tour. At 4:30, we will begin an hour and a half teaching 
meal. At 6:00, the Follow the Shepherd tour will begin, 
and conclude with the light show. We should be finished 
by 8:15 Eastern time. 

The cost including the meal is only $30 per person!  They 
can accommodate between 30 to 35 people in a 
group. It w ill be a fun, inform ative and 
meaningful Christmas adventure!  Please sign up at the 
Information Desk!! 

Deborah Batson 

Explorations in Antiquity Trip 

“Agree to Disagree: A Discussion on Moral 

Dilemmas” 

January 16-18, 2015 

More information and registration forms at the 

information board 

Santa Claus is coming to town on December 

10th. Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus will be at 

FCC for pictures and to see if you are on the 

naughty or nice list.  



1705 Taylor Road  Montgomery, AL 36117 ·(334) 270-1320 · www.fccmontgomery.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

«AddressBlock» 

Food Ministry Thanksgiving Meal! 


